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 “Guard your mind from evil thoughts concerning your neighbors, knowing that the demons put 
them there, aiming to blind you to your own sins and prevent you from directing yourself toward 

God.” ~ St. Elias the Egyptian 
 

Welcome to all our visitors worshipping with us this morning! Please sign our Guest Register as you enter 
the church and be our guest for coffee and refreshments this morning after the service is over. We look forward 
to meeting you and welcoming you personally to Ss. Peter and Paul. 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday of the Pharisee & Publican & Forefeast of the 
Presentation (Meeting) of Christ 

 
 

Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom—Hymns & Scriptures 
 
 
 

Variable Hymns – see music in packet 
 

Troparion of the Resurrection, Tn. 1, Byzantine 
While the stone was sealed by the Jews, and the soldiers were guarding thy most pure body, thou didst 
arise on the third day, O Savior, granting life to the world; for which cause the heavenly pow’rs cried a 
loud unto thee, O Giver of life:  Glory to thy resurrection, O Christ!  Glory to thy kingdom!  Glory to thy 
providence, O thou who alone art the Lover of mankind. 
 

Apolytikion of the Forefeast of the Presentation, Tn, 1, Byzantine 
The Heaven’s choir looked down from the vaults of the Heavens, and gazing on the earth, they beheld 
with amazement the Firstborn of all creation brought forth as a suckling babe to the Temple by a pure 
and virginal mother; and with us, they now do sing a hymn for the Forefeast, astonished and full of awe. 
 

Apolytikion of Ss Peter & Paul, Tn. 4, Byzantine 
O foremost in the ranks of Apostles, and teachers of the world, Peter and Paul, intercede with the Master 
of all to grant peace unto the world, and to our souls the great mercy. 
 

Clergy only – Kontakion of the Forefeast of the Presentation, Tn. 4, Byzantine 
On this day doth Simeon receive with gladness God, the giver of the Law; and he doth cry to Him in fear: 
Let me depart now, O Master Christ, for I have seen Thee, the glory of Israel. 
 

Reading from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to St. Timothy.  (3:10-15) 
My son Timothy, you have followed my teaching, conduct, purpose, faith, longsuffering, love, patience, 
persecutions, sufferings, what things befell me at Antioch, at Iconium, and at Lystra. What persecutions 
I endured! And out of them all the Lord delivered me. Indeed all who would live a godly life in Christ 
Jesus will be persecuted. But people who are wicked and deceivers will proceed from worse to worse, 
deceiving and being deceived. But as for you, continue in the things which you have learned and have 
been assured of, knowing from whom you have learned them, and how from infancy you have known the 
sacred temple writings which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 
 

Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke (18:10-14). 
The Lord spoke this parable: “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the 
other a tax collector.  The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, ‘God, I thank Thee that I 
am not like other men, extortionists, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector.  I fast twice 



a week; I give tithes of all that I get.’  But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up 
his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me a sinner!’  I tell you, this 
man went down to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will 
be humbled, but he who humbles himself will be exalted.”    

 

Receiving Holy Communion: Only Orthodox Christians prepared through prayer, fasting, and a recent 
sacramental confession should approach the chalice for the Eucharist. The Orthodox Church does not 
practice “open communion” and has no intercommunion with non-Orthodox churches. 
After taking Communion: Please return to your place and continue standing until the announcements. 

 

Today’s Commemorations and Prayer Requests 
 

Take this list of prayer requests home with you and keep these people in your prayers this week. 
 
 

For the living: Newly illumined Basil; Bp. Anthony; Prs. John, Thomas; Khs. Barbara, Carla, Ellen; Michael, 
Aaron, Elizabeth, George, Cecilia, Bob & Earlene, Josh, Katrina, Calvin; Christina, Bianca, Tim, Hugh, Mike, 
Alexander, Jeremiah, Alex, Sophia, Hector, Saoirse, Michael, Persephone, Samuel, Verity, Christine, Fiona, 
Atticus, Evelynn, Enrica, Tony, Jon, Serenity, Ada, Grayson, Emmett, Sage, Beverly, Rosanna, Torey, Garrett, 
Ian, Elliott, Dawn, Dan, Russell, Kevin. 
 

For those who are pregnant and their unborn children: Jessica, Allie. 
 

For the departed: Met. Philip; Aps. Gordon, Jack; Prs. Tom, Stephen, Basil, David, Terry; Igm. Leonty; Hmks. 
Ephraim, John, Athanasios; Mnk. Simeon; Dns. Mark, John, Mark, Nathaniel, David, Joseph, Michael; Khs. 
Judy, Jedonne, Terry Elizabeth, Doris; Pres. Zinnia, Barbara; Mka. Anna; Boris, Glaphyra; John; Leonard, Rick, 
Eleanor, Karen, James, Amy, Larry, Philip, Hudson, Erma Jean, Glenn, Charles. 
 
 

For those serving in the Armed Forces: Jacob, Brycen, Jonathan, David, Gregory, Daniel, Don, Scott, 
Michelle, Noah. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


